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FISHING REPORT

northwest iowa

T
his fishing report is compiled from 
information gathered from local 
bait shops, angler creel surveys and 
county and state parks staff. The 
report below is from May 19, the 

latest report available ahead of  print deadlines. 
For current conditions, call the Spirit Lake Dis-
trict Office at 712-336-1840. 

Courtesy docks are in for the season. Water 
temperatures are in the middle to low 60s. 
Most area water levels are a few inches over 
crest. The fish bite has been very good across 
most areas. Check out the Iowa Walleye Chal-
lenge that runs until June 30 for statewide priz-
es for anglers. 

EAST LAKE OKOBOJI 
The water temperature is in the mid-60s. 

The walleye season is open. Black Crappie — 
Fair. Bluegill — Fair: Try using a small hook 
and piece of  worm. Walleye — Good. Yellow 
Perch — Fair: Sorting will be needed.

INGHAM LAKE
 Walleye — Fair. 

LOST ISLAND LAKE
Water temperatures are in the lower 60s. 

Black Crappie — Good. Walleye — Good. 

LAKE MINNEWASHTA 
Black Crappie — Fair. Bluegill — Fair. 

SILVER LAKE (DICKINSON) 
Courtesy docks are in place. Walleye — Fair. 

SPIRIT LAKE 
The water temperature is in the low 60s. All 

boat ramp docks are in place. The walleye sea-
son is open. Black Bullhead — Good. Black 
Crappie — Fair: Many nice-sized fish have 
been seen lately. Bluegill — Good: Anglers 
have been very successful fishing the north 
grade. Walleye — Good: Leaches and min-
nows work well. Yellow Perch — Fair.

WEST LAKE OKOBOJI 
Water temperatures are in the lower 60s. All 

docks are in place. The walleye season is open. 
Black Crappie — Fair: Try small jigs tipped 
with a minnow. Bluegill — Fair. Walleye — 
Good: Leaches and minnows work well. Yel-
low Perch — Fair: Sorting may be needed.
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June 1 — OUTDOOR EVENT
Drone Camp
ISU Dickinson County Extension

June 1 — SPECIAL EVENT
10:30 a.m. Kenue Coffee Hour
Dickinson County Nature Center

June 1 — LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
5-9 p.m. Boon and Lambert
The Gardens

June 1 — LIVE MUSIC
7-9 p.m. Chad Elliott
Round Lake Vineyards & Winery

June 1 — LIVE MUSIC
6 p.m. Sounds Fishy
Little Swan Lake Winery

June 1 — LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
7-11 p.m. Big Nacho Karaoke
Barefoot Bar

June 1 — LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
8 p.m. Buckcherry
Captain’s Getaway

June 2 — GOLF TOURNAMENT
Camp Foster YMCA 8-inch cup
Emerald Hills Golf Course

June 2 — LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
5-9 p.m. Sounds Fishy
9:30 p.m. to 1:30 a.m. The Fishheads
The Gardens

June 2 — LIVE MUSIC
6 p.m. Murphy’s Law
The Ritz

June 2 — LIVE MUSIC
7-11 p.m. Jake Gill Band
Barefoot Bar

June 2 — LIVE MUSIC
8 p.m. Damon Dotson
Okoboji Store

June 2 — LIVE EVENT
8 p.m. Karaoke Night
Lower Gar & Paddlefish Bar

June 3 — OUTDOOR EVENT
7:30 a.m. to Noon. Farmers Market 
Dickinson County Fairgrounds

June 3 — OUTDOOR EVENT
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Farmers Market in the Park
Arnolds Park Amusement Park

June 3 — GOLF TOURNAMENT
8-inch Big Cup Scramble
Brooks Golf Club

June 3 — LIVE MUSIC
11:30 a.m. Gary Lambert & Triple Shot
Rock the Patio
Iowa Rock & Roll Music Museum patio

June 3 — LIVE MUSIC
1 p.m. Nuclear Bees
8 p.m. Damon Dotson
Okoboji Store

June 3 — LIVE MUSIC
2-6 p.m. Rod & Pam Duo
Round Lake Vineyards & Winery

June 3 — LIVE MUSIC
2:30-6:30 p.m. Jake Gill Duo
7-11 p.m. Full Moon Party 
— Foreign Nights: Tribute to 
Foreigner and Night Ranger
Barefoot Bar

June 3 — LIVE MUSIC
4-6 p.m. Boji Bill
Side Door

June 3 — LIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT
5-9 p.m. Sounds Fishy
9:30 p.m. The Fishheads
The Gardens

June 3 — LIVE MUSIC
6-8 p.m. Severio Mancieri
Little Swan Lake Winery

June 3 — LIVE MUSIC
6 p.m. Murphy’s Law
The Ritz

June 3 — LIVE MUSIC
7:30 p.m. Los Chico Del 512
Preservation Plaza
Bring lawn chairs

June 3 — LIVE EVENT
8 p.m. Karaoke Night
Lower Gar & Paddlefish Bar

June 4 — GOLF TOURNAMENT
Two-Man Best Shot
Emerald Hills Golf Course

June 4 — LIVE MUSIC
1 p.m. Nuclear Bees
Okoboji Store

June 4 — LIVE MUSIC
2-6 p.m. Gabe Fueston
Round Lake Vineyards & Winery

June 4 — LIVE MUSIC
2-6 p.m. Jake Gill Duo
Barefoot Bar

June 4 — LIVE MUSIC
4-6 p.m. Mark Lair
Little Swan Lake Winery

June 4 — LIVE MUSIC
4 p.m. Murphy’s Law
The Ritz

June 4 — LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
5-9 p.m. Charlie Leisler
The Gardens

June 5 — OUTDOOR EVENT
7 a.m. Birding on the Green
Dickinson County Nature Center

June 5 — OUTDOOR EVENT
9 a.m. Explore the Senses Camp
Dickinson County Nature Center

June 5 — OUTDOOR EVENT
9 a.m. Little Puffs
Okoboji Sailing Center

June 5 — OUTDOOR EVENT
1 p.m. Big Gusts
Okoboji Sailing Center

June 5 — LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
5-9 p.m. Tristan Marquardt
The Gardens

June 5 — LIVE MUSIC
7-9 p.m. Dick Bauman Big Band
Pomerantz Hall
Pearson Lakes Art Center

June 6 — OUTDOOR EVENT
Fish Camp
ISU Dickinson County Extension

June 6 — OUTDOOR EVENT
9 a.m. Explore the Senses Camp
Dickinson County Nature Center

June 6 — LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
5-9 p.m. Todd Casilli

The Gardens

June 6 — LIVE MUSIC
6-9 p.m. Jazzed Up Big Band
Roof Garden Ballroom

June 6 — LIVE MUSIC
6-8 p.m. Steve Lang Country Show
Spirit Lake VFW

June 6 — LIVE MUSIC
7:30 p.m. Hotel California
Pearson Lakes Art Center

June 7 — OUTDOOR EVENT
7:30 a.m. to Noon. Farmers Market 
Dickinson County Fairgrounds

June 7 — LIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT
5-9 p.m. Christopher Jon
The Gardens

June 7 — LIVE MUSIC
6 p.m. Denny and the DC Drifters
Rock the Roof 
Roof Garden Ballroom

June 7 — LIVE MUSIC
7:30 p.m. Hotel California
Pearson Lakes Art Center

June 8 — OUTDOOR EVENT
9 a.m. Plant a Seed Camp
Dickinson County Nature Center

June 8 — OUTDOOR EVENT
Fairy Tale STEM
ISU Dickinson County Extension

June 8 — OUTDOOR EVENT
5 p.m. Adults Learn to Sail
Okoboji Sailing Center

June 8 — LIVE MUSIC
5-9 p.m. Charlie Leisler
The Gardens

June 8 — LIVE MUSIC
6 p.m. Lake Patrol Band
The Ritz

June 8 — LIVE MUSIC
6-8 p.m. Itty Bitty Boji Band
Little Swan Lake Winery

June 8 — LIVE MUSIC
7:30 p.m. Neal McCoy
Roof Garden Ballroom

ENTERTAINMENT CALENDAR
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I
n May of  2021 Nathan and Tina Kraft 
gambled on residents and visitors to 
the Iowa Great Lakes Region want-
ing quality foods to be prepared using 
grills and ovens.

Krafty’s Meat Market opened its doors and 
made history. Evidence of  that was Krafty’s 
being awarded the Iowa Great Lakes Chamber 
Small Business of  the Year award for 2021. 

The store’s location along Highway 86 
northwest of  Milford is ideal. They share a 
large building that also includes the Okoboji 
Gas Company, with easy access on both ends 

of  the curve.
As customers enter, they see cooler upon 

cooler filled with a wide choice of  meats, veg-
gies and desserts. Steaks, chops, chicken, beef, 
pork loins, sausages and jerky are ready for 
the grill. There are 50-plus flavors of  brats 
to choose from. Some of  those uniquely dif-
ferent brats include blueberry with wild rice 
laced with West-O-Beer, raspberry-apple with 
beer, deluxe breakfast with potatoes O’Brien, 
jalapeno cheddar and mushroom Swiss.

“We get our fish fresh weekly,” said Nathan. 
Seasfood, shrimp and salmon are available.
 “We have so many new products such as 

the veggies this year,” he said. 
Sausages and steaks are the summertime 

favorites but, in the winter months, there is 
more demand for pork and beef  roasts and 
the ground beef  in bulk. 

“We also sell bundles,” Nathan said.
For poultry lovers, there are several options. 
“We have nine flavors of  marinated chick-

en breasts as well as the bacon-wrapped ones 
for grilling,” he said.

One item that has grown immensely in 
popularity is the Boji Beef  Canoe. The meat 
is packed with veggies and cheese, wrapped 
in bacon, ready for the grill.

Krafty’s also has a bake shop section with 
buns for burgers and brats, as well as cook-
ies, etc. The ice cream freezers are filled with 
such flavorful choices like Twin Bing, Pea-

nut Butter Blunder, How Now Brown Cow,
Razmataz and Strawberry Fields.

“We always want to offer a good product,”
Nathan said. “We stand behind our products,
so if  someone has a problem with say a steak
for example, they need to come and tell us so
we can find the source of  the problem and
come up with a solution.”

Five employees help the Krafts keep the
store open from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday
through Friday and 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday
and Sunday. They are closed on Sundays dur-
ing the winter months.

Krafty’s Meat Market pledges to keep our
taste buds happy all year long far into the
future.

Doris Welle
Staff Writer
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““Rated #1 thing to do in Spirit Lake” -TripAdvisor.com 

www.GoodiesCandies.com 
2321 30th St. Spirit Lake, IA 

(712) 336-1212 
Open 9-9 • 7 Days/Week 

90+ candies 
made in store 
from scratch 

with real, 
high quality 
ingredients. 

“Confection 
Perfection” in 
the lakes area 

since 1985 

K R A F T Y SM E A TM A R K E T. C OM

BEEF
PORK

CHICKEN
SEAFOOD

BEEF STICKS
JERKY

2098 HWY 86 MILFORD, IA
712-339-0536

HOURS M-F: 8AM-6PM  |  SAT: 8AM-4PM  |  SUN: CLOSED

PREMIUM 
SMOKEHOUSE

PRODUCTS

584 Hwy 71, Ste. C • Arnolds Park584 Hwy 71, Ste. C • Arnolds Park

katylynnboutique.com 

GIFT CERTIFICATES

Visit us On:Visit us On:

WE HAVE

SHOP SHOP 
ORDER ONLiNE

IN STORE or 
ORDER ONLiNE 
and PiCK UP! 

“Get Glazed”“Get Glazed”

""Best donuts in Best donuts in 
the Lakes area!the Lakes area!””

Iowa Great Lakes ChamberSMALL BUSINESS OF THE YEAR!

Join the FS Fa
m
!

f re
ed sa i l o rs

LOWER LEVEL OF THE 
CENTRAL EMPORIUM 

MEMORIAL DAY – LABOR DAY 
10 AM - 9 PM 

OPEN – SEPTEMBER 
10 AM - 5 PM

USE PROMO CODE LAKE20 FOR 20% OFF 
YOUR ONLINE ORDERS

FREESAILORS.COM ANIMALHOUSEOFOKOBOJI.COM

&& at the lakes

Lakes Area 
Summer Fun!
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DINING GUIDE

BOB’S
SERVING THE BEST SINCE 1949

In Preservation Plaza across from the Outdoor Stage

HOME OF THE BOB DOG!HOME OF THE BOB DOG!
Bob Dog • Taverns

Homemade Root Beer
French Fries

Onion Rings • Chicken Strips

(712) 332-6564
Open Daily at 11:00 a.m.

Boat or Drive In 
Phone in Orders Welcome!

232 Park Place • Arnolds Park 51331

We have Cold Treats!
Malts • Shakes • Floats

Bob’s
DRIVE
INN
est. 1949

Kids Eat Free
Family Night Out! Celebrating Good Grades

BUFFET DAILY
1-2 • 5-8

DINE IN • TO GO • DELIVERY • CATERING
Spirit Lake, IA • 712-336-1419

myburgerandcompany.com

Located at the Tobacco Shop in Arnolds Park 
and Downtown Spirit Lake

myburgerandcompany.com

L

712.336.4161712.336.4161

A whole lotta
scrumptious.
A h l l

2

NOW 
OPEN

Okoboji’s Fine
Dining Experience

37 LAKE STREET | ARNOLDS PARK, IA
Reservations: 712-332-7578

DINNER 
MENU 

5 - 10 p.m.

LUNCH MENU 
11:00 a.m. - 

2:00 p.m. 
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FREE
ESTIMATES

We

1014 11th Ave. SW • Spencer

712-580-4400
M-F 8:30am to 6pm

Sat 9am to 5pm • Closed Sunday

• Waterproof
• Kid proof
• Durable

We offer professional 
installation

Largest Showroom 
in NW Iowa

220 Grand Ave., 
Spencer, IA 51301 
(712) 262-2638 (712) 262-2638 

www.careys-electronics.comAudio                Video                ControlA di Vid C l

CAREY’S

ELECTRONICS

Marine electronics - On sale now!
AT YOUR DOCK 

SERVICE & 
INSTALLATION

Stop in for a demo!

Rock the boat this summer! with

Rock the Rock the boat this boat this summer! summer! withwith
&&&

Weekly Services
Saturday Evening - 6:00 PM 
Sunday Morning - 9:00 AM
Boat-In Service
Sunday Morning 7:30 AM

W. Okoboji Grove Rd and Hwy. 71 • 679 W. Okoboji Grove Rd.
712-332-2447 • calvarylovesall.com

Facebook Live church services
Search Calvary United Methodist Church 
on Facebook for more information!

GREEN FEES:
9 Holes $18
18 Holes $30
CART RENTALS:
9 Holes  $20
18 Holes  $30
ALL DAY GOLF FEE:
Walking  $38
With Cart  $60
(Soft Spikes Required)

1320 4TH AVE., SPENCER, IA • 712-580-7280
W W W . S P E N C E R M U N I G O L F . C O M

Come & enjoy our
18 hole public course

lounge, proshop &
driving range!

• Par 72 course
• 6,809 yards

• Watered fairways
• Six sets of tees

June 3, 2023 thru June 4, 2023 9:00 AM
Carl Spackler

June 24, 2023 9:00 AM
Jasen Petersen Memorial

July 9, 2023 9:15 AM
Two Couple Scramble

July 22, 2023 9:00 AM 
Hunting with Heros (Veterans)

July 28, 2023 
Pork Producers

CHECK OUT THESE 
UPCOMING TOURNAMENTS
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ROCKIN' RETRO

W
hile the music scene in Omaha, 
Nebraska and Council Bluffs 
was rather foreign to most fans 
of  the Roof  Garden Ballroom, 
we had some heavy hitters from 

that region play our ballrooms.
The Omaha/Council Bluffs area had one 

of  the most vibrate and active music scenes 
in the Midwest during the ‘60s and ‘70s. It is 
safe to say their kings of  the music scene were 
the Rumbles Ltd. (“Jezebel”), the Chevrons 
(“Mine Forever More”), the Forte Enterprise 
and the Coachman of  “Mr. Moon” fame. All 
four played our Roof  Garden Ballroom.

This week, I’m going to look back at one of  
these rock kingpins, Forte Enterprise. Often 
you would see advertisers shorten their name 
to the Forte’s, but it was always the same band.

The group got its start in 1965 in their home-
town of  Atlantic. This was right at the height of  
the garage band explosion across the Midwest. 
The group initially included Dan Josephsen 
(Larry Rai & the Red Tops) on guitar, Ray 
Armstrong (the Great Imposters) on drums 
and Howie Anderson (Andy & the Manhat-
tans) on bass. Both Armstrong and Josephsen 
would remain with the band until their last 
show in December of  1977.

The band got its name from the word “Forte,” 
meaning loud or something you excel at.

The “Enterprise” was added after the band 
started, as it became popular at the time in 
Midwest music to add a strong adjective to 
your name.

Soon the band would become a five-piece 
group. Josephsen and Armstrong stayed and 
were joined by C. A. “Al” Smith on bass, Ron 
Brown on rhythm guitar and Randy Larsen on 
lead guitar. The group would move to Council 
Bluffs and make it their new homebase.

For a short time in 1969, Rick Mellor from 
Sioux City’s Seven Sons joined the band as a 
brass player. The Forte’s Ron Brown also played 
sax, and Josephsen switched over to play bass 
guitar, so the band for a short period had brass 
added to the group. Mellor left the Forte Enter-
prise after only about six months, and the band 
dropped the brass concept from the band.

In talking with Josephsen, he estimated the 
group played almost 1,200 shows, playing two 
to three times a week. During the mid to late 
‘60s, they would play up to four or fives times 
a week. They toured across a vast section of  
the upper Midwest, including Iowa, Nebraska, 
Kansas, South Dakota, Missouri, Illinois and 
Minnesota. The booking and/or management 
for the band was handled by Al Smith or Ran-
dy Larsen as well as friend Gabby George, who 
also worked with the Rumbles Ltd.

I asked Josephsen whether they ever did any 
recordings, and his answer was amazing. He 
said in 1967 they were contacted by Super K 
Productions, who owned the gigantic record-
ing label Buddah Records. Some of  Super K’s 
bands included the 1910 Fruitgum Co., Ohio 
Express, Lemon Pipers, Music Explosion, Cra-
zy Elephant, and the Shadows of  Knight. Super 
K was so impressed with Forte Enterprise they 
offered them a multiyear recording contract. 
The band decided to not sign the contract, as 
they did not want to make a commitment — 
each of  the guys’ lives were in different plac-
es at the time. One wonders what might have 
been. Just think of  holding a Buddah Records 
45 or LP by Forte Enterprise in your hands, 
and you just saw them live at the Roof  Gar-
den Ballroom.

They recorded two highly successful radio 
ads for the Omaha, Nebraska, market — one 

for Omaha Metropolitan Utilities and the oth-
er for Kilpatrick’s Clothing Department Stores. 
By day, they were singing about Metropolitan 
Utilities on the radio and, by night, they were 
rockin’ the kids across the Midwest. Who would 
have thought?

During their career, Forte Enterprise worked 
with or opened for such artists as the Beach 
Boys (twice), Sonny and Cher, the Association, 
Three Dog Night, Tommy James and the Shon-
dells, the Everly Brothers, the O’Kaysions and 
the Rip Chords. 

Not only were they popular at our Roof  Gar-
den Ballroom, they also appeared at ballrooms 
all across the Midwest. They performed in such 
places as the Peony Park Ballroom in Omaha, 
Starlight Ballroom in Carroll and Twilight Ball-
room in Fort Dodge. Their list of  ballroom 
dates could easily reach 50-plus.

One of  my favorite stories about the band 
was when they made their own amplifiers. They 
worked with a startup company in Omaha 
called Neltronics. The amps were designed to 
perform and look like a Sunn amplifier, and the 
group had a hand in building the amps. For this 
story, I am using a photo of  the guys with their 
new Neltronics amps. I was told the amps per-
formed well and were the same amps that the 
band brought to our Roof  Garden Ballroom.

Today, Dan Josephsen lives in Des Moines, 
Ray Armstrong lives in Atlantic, Howie Ander-

son lives in Omaha, Nebraska; and Randy
Larsen lives in Columbia, Missouri; and all
are retired. 

Sadly, Al Smith passed away in 1985 and
Ron Brown passed in 2006. Who would have
thought that five kids from Atlantic/Coun-
cil Bluffs would have had such a fun impact
on the Okoboji area’s music scene when they
played our Roof  Garden Ballroom four times.

When it was all said and done, the Forte
Enterprise was making music from June of
1965 to December of  1977. Along that trip,
they shared some of  their history with us here
at Arnold Park. I hope this look back at the
Forte Enterprise was as fun a trip for you as
it was for me.

Until Next Week
Take Care & Remember The Music

Tom Tourville
Okobojian Contributor
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AP DORMS

577 Hwy 71 South, 
Arnolds Park, IA

2014 TOYOTA TUNDRA PLATINUM
Red, Black Interior, 4x4, 

Crewmax, 5.7L V8.
$20,725

2007 TOYOTA FJ CRUISER
Black, 4WD, Manual,
93K Miles, New Tires

$19,975

2001 GMC SIERRA 1500 SLT
Gray, 4WD, 5.3L V8,
86K Miles, New Tires

$21,188

SEE OUR ENTIRE INVENTORY!
WWW.PHILSMM.COM
Locally Owned & Operated.Locally Owned & Operated.

Buy • Sell • TradeBuy • Sell • Trade

NO DOCUMENTATION FEE!NO DOCUMENTATION FEE!

PHIL PEDERSEN • LARRY GJERDE
712-332-8302

20,72520 25

SSS

HHH LLPHIL P

CUSTOM 
CUSTOM 

BUYING 
BUYING 

AVAILABLE!
AVAILABLE!

SHOW ME THE

577 Hwy 71 South7 H outh717 Hw
Trimmers, Edgers,

& Chainsaws

Lawnmowers
Iowa’s

#1 Dealer for
Walker Mowers!

Green Mountain Wood

Pellet Grills

Mowers

YOUR STORE 
FOR ALL THINGS 

OUTDOOR!

2006 Okoboji Ave., Milford, IA • 712-338-2136 
cuttingedgesalesandservice.com

S
ome at Historic Arnolds Park Am-
usement Park would have thought 
it impossible even a year ago, but 
officials gathered just west of  the 
park May 19 to celebrate the com-

pletion of  a new three-story dormitory for 
the park’s seasonal employees.

“We feel like this facility really ups our lev-
el of  how we take care of  our seasonal staff,” 
said Jon Pausley, executive director of  Histor-
ic Arnolds Park Inc. “The accommodations 
have not always been wonderful for them. We 
want to make sure they’re safe, they’re close 
to work and protected — they’re not riding 
their bikes late at night or across Highway 71 
— so safety for the community and passing 
along happy employees to happy customers.”

Park officials purchased the corner lot 
along Zephyr Drive for $616,000 from Duane 
Mueske in late December of  2022, according 
to county records. The overall construction 
project spanned seven months and two days, 

during what Pausley called a brutal winter. 
Josh Kruger, president of  Eagle Construc-

tion in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, agreed the 
process moved quickly, but said organizers 
knew that would be the case from the get-
go. He said plans were able to move forward 
rapidly, thanks in part to some swift decision 
making on the part of  the park’s board of  
directors. Kruger said he hopes the season-
al employees — many of  them students, and 
some of  whom come from abroad — enjoy 
the new dorms and all the various features.

The three story dorms include dozens of  
double-occupancy rooms, each with its own 
microwave and mini-fridge. The building will 
have several resident advisors to assist those 
staying in the dorms. Residents also have 
access to large common kitchen and living 
spaces, and each floor includes laundry facil-
ities and restrooms. 

Pausley said about 60 of  this year’s seasonal 
staff  members had arrived as of  Friday’s rib-
bon cutting, with another 40 or so on their way.

“The occupancy of  the dorm is about 120 
and, over the course of  the summer, we’ll 

get pretty close to maxing out our capacity,” 
Pausley said. 

Pausley thanked officials with the city of  
Arnolds Park for their help in making the new 
dorm a reality. He said city representatives aid-
ed the park in navigating concerns and plans 
during the process.

Arnolds Park Mayor Jim Hussong joked 

ahead of  Friday’s ribbon cutting that he him-
self  might enjoy moving into the new build-
ing. He said he feels the three-story dormito-
ry has improved the corner lot and helped the 
city of  Arnolds Park continue to be what he 
called “the gem of  the Lakes Area” — though 
the mayor admitted he may have a somewhat 
biased opinion of  the city. 

Seth Boyes
News Editor

Organizers gathered May 19 outside a new dormitory constructed to house about 120 sea-
sonal employees of Historic Arnolds Park Amusement Park to cut a ceremonial ribbon.
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MEMORY LANE

M
ay 30 was the traditional Memo-
rial Day for many years. The date 
was changed in 1971 and made 
into a federal holiday by law to 
the last Monday in May. In that 

way, it became a three-day holiday. This allowed 
many to just observe a holiday at the beach, 
mountains or seek their own pleasures — unfor-
tunately forgetting the real intent of  the day.

Several communities in the United States 
claim to have originated Memorial Day. In 
1966, the US government proclaimed Water-
loo, New York, as the birthplace of  the hol-
iday. The people of  Waterloo first observed 
Memorial Day on May 5, 1866, to honor sol-
diers who died in the Civil War (1861-65). Busi-
nesses were closed and people decorated sol-
diers’ graves and flew flags at half-staff.

In 1868 Maj. Gen. John A. Logan named May 
30 a special day for honoring the graves of  Union 
Soldiers. Logan served as commander-in-chief  
of  the Grand Army of  the Republic, an orga-
nization of  Union veterans of  the Civil War. It 
is interesting to note there is a monument at the 
Spirit Lake Cemetery with a statue of  a Civil War 
soldier and the names of  the members of  the 
G.A.R. on each side of  the monument.

The G.A.R had charge of  the Memorial Day 
ceremonies in the northern states for many 
years. The American Legion and Veterans of  
Foreign Wars took over the duties after World 
War I. The living veterans of  the Civil War were 
decreasing by 1920. The veteran organizations 
recruited World War II, Korean, Vietnam, Gulf  
War, Iran and Afghanistan vets, and they have 
taken on the continued observance of  Memori-
al Day. Each community has its own ceremony.

The WWI vets took the observance of  
Memorial Day seriously. They believed in “duty, 
God and country” and lived by those words.  

Early in my life, preparations for Memorial 
Day were observed in my home. Early on, the 
whole family prepared for the day by gathering 
flowers and decorated the graves of  service-
men and also relatives. Three flowers are always 
associated in my mind with that day — lilacs, 
spirea and peonies. Both of  my grandmothers 
raised peonies for the specific purpose of  cut-
ting them and placing them on the graves of  
loved ones. For several years, my father, being 
in the American Legion, volunteered to place 
flags on the graves of  the veterans at our local 
cemeteries. He spent hours placing those small 
American flags on the graves and many times 
volunteered my sister and myself  to assist with 
the task. It was fun and exciting and gave us a 
very honorable feeling. Early on, we were taught 
about “duty, God and country.”

It is a tradition in our family to place flowers 
on the graves of  our families. My wife Connie 

goes to the greenhouses early and purchases 
flowers to place on the graves of  her relatives 
in Emmetsburg, my parents in Milford Ceme-
tery and our favorite Aunt Freda Nicol’s grave 
in Okoboji Cemetery at Arnolds Park. I place 
flowers on the LaFoy graves at Okoboji Ceme-
tery and grandparents (Holcomb) at Spirit Lake. 

We always attend the Memorial Day service 
conducted by the American Legion at Flor-
ence Park in Milford. I am a member of  the 
American Legion, participated for many years 
and was honored several years ago to be the 
keynote speaker. Every year when I attend, I 
think of  the many Memorial Day services I 
have attended since my first years accompa-
nying my parents to the Milford and Arnolds 
Park cemeteries. I recall that many years ago 
it was a big moment in my life to retrieve the 
spent brass shells after the Legion boys fired 
the three volleys. Those brass shells were prized 
possessions for us younger kids. I might even 
have several in my “prized” collection. 

I was in the firing squad several years ago and 
treasure those experiences. The bugle playing 
taps still stirs emotions. I think of  all the veter-
ans I have known who are no longer here. There 
were 16 million men and women in WWII and 
now less that 200,000 of  us left to mourn our 
fellow members of  the Greatest Generation.

It has been a practice for many years to place 
an American flag on the graves of  all veterans. 
The American Legion in Milford and Arnolds 
Park responded and took on that task. I recall 
my sister Jean and me assisting my father, Ray 
LaFoy, in searching and placing American flags 
on the veterans’ graves at Milford cemetery. 
Most of  them were Civil War veterans. It was 
great experience to learn American history.

The American Legion Post at Arnolds Park 
placed American flags each Memorial Day but, 
when that post ceased to exist, that task was 
taken over by several individuals. It was a patri-
otic duty, and they did a wonderful job. Several 
years ago, the Okoboji Middle School proudly 
volunteered to take over that task. The students 
of  one of  the classes would come to the Oko-
boji Cemetery, secure American flags and place 
them at the graves of  veterans. The students do 
a wonderful job, and they learn a bit of  Ameri-
can History. This year will be different as there 
is no Okoboji Middle School in Arnolds Park 
(relocated to Milford) so the teacher who has 
been doing it volunteered, along with her hus-
band, family and friends to place the flags on 
the veterans’ graves. God bless them and the 
other dedicated people who do these patriot-
ic tasks. We are all in this together, and we see 
lots of  evidence that Americans always step up.

Memorial Day is a grand time for us old tim-
ers to reminisce and stroll through the local 
cemeteries for a trip back in time. We place 
flowers on the graves of  loved ones and conjure 
pleasant memories of  each and every person.

R. Aubrey La Foy
Okobojian Contributor

A 
special viewing of  the documen-
tary film “The Day the Music 
Died: The Story of  Don Mc-
Lean’s American Pie” will take 
place in the Iowa Rock and Roll 

Music Museum in Arnolds Park. There will 
be two opportunities to see it. Showtime is 
1 p.m. on both Saturday, June 3 and Sunday, 
June. The documentary film was created and 
directed by Mark Moormann from Miami, 
Florida. I had the pleasure of  meeting Mark 
at Clear Lake when he was shooting inter-
views, etc. for the film. He has won a Gram-
my for Best Music Film and a Grand Jury 
Prize at the Sundance Film Festival, among 
many other awards for his films. The one 
we’ll all get a chance to see is a 2023 nom-
inee for the MTV Movie & TV Award for 
Best Music Documentary. I hope he wins!

I really enjoyed dining with Don McClean 
that weekend as well. He is a very talented 
and accomplished musical phenomenon but 
also a very nice, sweet guy.

Spirit Lake resident Connie Valens (sister of  
the late Ritchie Valens) will host the showing 
of  the film both days. She will gladly answer 
questions about the film’s events and the mak-
ing of  the documentary. We are so fortunate to 

have a special showing of  this 
film here in the Iowa Great 
Lakes Region and as an add-
ed bonus … free admission.

We said a fond farewell to 
Sandi Wilmot last week. She 
was an intelligent, successful 
businesswoman with a big 
smile for everyone. She, along 
with husband Jerry, owned 
Books & Things in Spencer 
as well as their shop in the 
Queen’s Court at Arnolds Park. Sandi battled 
cancer several times over many years, and her 
courage was an inspiration to us all. We will 
miss her smile around the Queen’s Court area 
this summer. Rest in peace Sandi.

I saw that Bob Boettcher was chosen as 
the grand marshal for the Memorial Day 
Parade in Spirit Lake this year. This senior 
citizen spent decade upon decade working to 
make that community a great place in which 
to live and work. A businessman himself, he 
served for several years as the mayor of  Spir-
it Lake. His eight decades in service through 
the American Legion are legendary. It was an 
honor well-deserved, Bob. Congratulations!

If  you have a reunion, family party or special 
event coming up, let me know. Email doris@
dickinsoncountynews.com or call at 320-2850. 
Have a safe week! 

CAMPUS HOTLINE & TAGAMI HALL

T
he Dickinson County Nature Cen-
ter recently announced the renam-
ing of  its lower level in honor of  
Barbara Tagami (1947-2022), a 
former naturalist for Dickinson 

County Conservation. 
Tagami was a passionate advocate for 

nature and the environment for more than 
40 years. She had served as a member of  
the Conservation Foundation of  Dickinson 
County for 15 years and was instrumental in 
the development and expansion of  the Dick-
inson County Nature Center in Kenue Park. 

Barbara Tagami Hall features a variety 
of  exhibits and hands-on activities which 
teach visitors about the natural world and 
inspire them to take action to protect it. The 
room includes displays of  the nature cen-
ter’s animal ambassadors, snakes, toads, sal-
amanders, hedgehog, rabbits and a beard-
ed dragon. Also, the hall features an outer-
space themed area where visitors can follow 
a trail of  moon boots and stars, jump on the 
moon, view lighted constellations, play with 
nocturnal animals and create constellations 

on a magnet board.
“We are thrilled to honor Barbara Taga-

mi’s dedication to environmental conserva-
tion through the renaming of  our lower lev-
el,” said Lee Sorenson, executive director of  
the Dickinson County Conservation Board. 
“Barbara Tagami Hall will serve as a lasting 
tribute to her contributions to our commu-
nity and our planet.” 

The Nature Center invites everyone to vis-
it Barbara Tagami Hall and join them in cel-
ebrating Barbara Tagami’s commitment to 
environmental education and conservation. 

The Dickinson County Nature Center’s 
hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday.

Doris Welle
Staff Writer
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

ST ALBAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
23rd and Zenith Avenue – Spirit Lake
East of Lakes Regional Healthcare

HARBOR OF JOY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC)

CAMP OKOBOJI –LCMS

CALVARY UNITED METHODIST
SPIRIT LAKE UNITED METHODIST

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCHNEW TESTAMENT BAPTIST CHURCH

SPIRIT LIFE FELLOWSHIP
CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLEHARRIS & LAKE PARK

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor: Sedar Shako

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

(South of Lakes Regional Healthcare)

OKOBOJI LUTHERAN BIBLE CAMP 

CROSSWINDS CHURCH (EFCA)

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH – WEST OKOBOJI

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

IOWA GREAT LAKES

and Daniel House
Discovery House

1411 H I L L  AV E N U E  |  S P I R I T  L A K E ,  I A 
712-336-5340

“As for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord.”

MISSION STATEMENT
Discovery House provides a safe, supportive, Christian 
environment for homeless adults and those recovering 
from addictions. Residents receive counseling and the 
tools to begin to build a new foundation for a better life.

orrdd.
JOSHUA 24:15
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JONES DAIRY

T
hings seem to always be moving at 
Jones Dairy. 

The family operation in south-
east Dickinson County has been 
in business for more than a quar-

ter-century, and the dairy is planning to wel-
come the public during next month’s Break-
fast on the Farm as they show the communi-
ty some of  the newest parts of  the operation. 
Staff  at the dairy said the June 17 open house 
will be the first time since 2019 they’ve host-
ed such an event, due to both the COVID-19 
pandemic and construction efforts on site.

One of  the dairy’s newest features, a 64-cow 
rotary milking parlor, has been in operation at 
Jones Dairy for approximately seven weeks. 
The giant revolving mechanism milks the 
business’ 1,300 cows at least three times a 
day. Staff  said the dairy ships out about a semi 
tanker full of  milk each day, all 6,500 gallons 
of  which is sent to Minnesota and made into 
literal barrels of  cheese if  not blocks larger 
than an average human. Major brands then 
purchase the bulk cheese to shred, slice and 

otherwise sell on shelves at any number of
grocery stores. 

Aaron Titterington, manager at Jones Dairy,
said the COVID pandemic put a pause on
tours of  the dairy but also put a spotlight on
what she called food-awareness and shortcom-
ings in supply infrastructure. She said many
food companies, such as Crystal Farms, are
jumping on the idea of  highlighting the milk
used in their products as local-level products
from Midwest family operations. 

“I’m super proud to be a farmer for so many
reasons, because I believe that we do right by
the cows and, in a world that’s all about car-
bon credits and sustainability, we’re produc-
ing an incredibly nutrient-dense product with
very little carbon output,” Titterington said. 

THE FAMILY HISTORY
Though Jones Dairy was officially estab-

lished in 1997, Titterington said her family’s
been farming in the area since about 1906 
and began their own operation many years
ago after acquiring some land not far from
where the dairy stands today.

“It was a typical multi-animal livestock —
crops, pigs, chickens — farms, but my dad

Aaron Titterington, manager of Jones Dairy, quickly checked on the facility’s new rota-
ry milking parlor as the cows finished their afternoon session. Titterington said, while the 
cows’ ear tags log each milking and the volume provided, her employees generally know the 
cows well enough to notice if something is off. (Photos by Seth Boyes)

Seth Boyes
News Editor
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JONES DAIRY

220 Grand Ave., 
Spencer, IA 51301 
(712) 262-2638 (712) 262-2638 

www.careys-electronics.comAudio                Video                Control

CAREY’S

ELECTRONICS

55”55”

65”65”

75”75”

THE KING OF 4K TVS
4K HDTV’S IN STOCK & ON SALE AT CAREYS!

• Google TV with Google 
 Assistant & Airplay 2
• OLED panel gives you 
 richer colors than ever!
•  Dual Subwoofers
• 4K Resolution brings back lost texture & detail  

Shipping Coordinator – 
starting at $25/hr

Forklift Operators/ Material Handlers – 
Starting at $21 – 27.20/hr

Quality Assurance Manager – 
must have food manufacturing experience.

Level III Maintenance Tech – 
PLC experience required.

Apply online @ olmfoods.com/careers

Quality Ingredients. 
Handcrafted Food.

was very interested in dairy farming specif-
ically and liked the Jersey cow, so in the late 
‘70s my grandpa helped him build a — at that 
time — modern 80-cow milking facility,” Tit-
terington said.

She said the family went out on something 
of  a financial limb in making that business deci-
sion, but it was enough of  a success that her 
parents were looking to expand the operation in 
the 1990s, in case their eight children all want-
ed to remain part of  the business. A 350-cow 
facility was built in 1997, and Titterington said 
that number slowly grew to about 1,000 cows. 

Today, Titterington and her brother Nate 
work full-time as part of  the family business, and 
she said her siblings all have a hand in the oper-
ation on top of  their individual full time jobs. 

But more recently the family had to consid-
er another round of  expansion — this time 
due to space. Titterington said the operation 
was getting short on available space for its 
dry cows — cows in the two-month period 
after they’ve birthed a calf  and aren’t giving 
milk but aren’t ready to breed again. In addi-
tion, the dairy’s milking parlor already had 25 
years on it at that point, and Titterington said 
repairs were becoming more frequent.

So the family decided to construct a new 
dairy parlor and barn facility all at once, free-
ing up some of  the property’s older structures 
for the dry cows. 

Staff  at the dairy said their cows soon took 
to the new milking carousel, which visitors can 
now view from a second-story observation area. 

EDUCATING OTHERS
Titteringon said the dairy resumed tours as 

of  April 20 and hopes to use the dairy’s sec-
ond floor as an educational outreach tool, 
displaying not only the history of  the fami-
ly business but also information on the food 
chain and modern agricultural practices for 
visitors and school children. It’s an education-
al seed she said the dairy aims to plant early 
in young minds.

“We respect the fact that not everyone can 
have their own dairy farm, and we want to 
share it,” Titterington said. “The cows love 
the visitors, and we really enjoy showing the 
process of  modern farming.”

And those processes are centered around the 
cows’ natural routine, according to Titterington. 

“Basically every thing that’s built on the farm 
is based on how comfortable it is for the cow,” 
Titterington said. “How does it honor her rou-
tine? How does it honor what she’s comfort-
able with? Then we start building. Because, 
if  we keep them happy, then they’re healthy, 
and nobody wants to take care of  a sick cow.”

The cows’ barn itself  is temperature con-
trolled and adjusted by a computer system 
which handles the barn’s fans and curtains to 
keep the herd cool in the summer and warm 
in the winter while also saving on electrical 
costs whenever possible. The cows are fed a 
rough ration similar to what they would eat 
out in the field, and even their droppings are 

separated for reuse — the fibrous solids are 
used to maintain several inches of  bedding 
in the pens while the liquid portion and the 
nutrients therein can be used to fertilize the 
family operation’s crop fields.

“We practice sustainable farming — low till, 
no till, cover crops,” Titterington said. “We’re 
recycling in like 10 different ways here, so I 
believe in the circle. I believe in the process 
that we have to create this food product that’s 
wholesome, delicious and not from a petri dish.”

The cows are milked three times a day — 
four if  they’ve recently given birth — and hun-
dreds of  cows can be milked within a window 
of  about 40 minutes. Each cow wears an ear 
tag which logs the time they were milked and 
volume provided during each session. But Tit-
terington said, after raising some of  their cows 
for 13 years, the data isn’t necessarily telling 
employees anything they don’t already know.

 “We don’t use that list very much because, 
those guys, they know the cows,” Titterington 
said. “They milk the cows every day — they’d 
know if  7705 usually comes in with milk but 
today she didn’t.”

She went on to say, while some bygone 
farming practices may have been wasteful by 
comparison, previous generations didn’t have 
the benefit of  modern technology. And she 
said her family aims to demonstrate how an 
operation can be both productive and person-
al in its approach to agriculture.

Jones Dairy hopes to allow the public to 
come and observe many of  their processes at 
any point during their posted milking hours. 

“We want to have an open door policy so 
people understand,” Titterington said.

But in the mean time, the public can get 
a glimpse of  the dairy’s work during next 
month’s open house.

The free tours will take place from 7-10 a.m. 
Saturday, June 17 at the dairy — 2680 250th 
Ave. southeast of  Milford. Visitors will be able 
to see the rotary parlor in operation, tour the 
free-stall barn, pet a calf  and milk a cow dur-
ing the come-and-go breakfast.

Dozens of cows took their positions on the 
64-stall rotary milking parlor which was re-
cently installed at Jones Dairy. The new par-
lor is one of many new features the busi-
ness plans to highlight during next month’s 
Breakfast on the Farm event.
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